


Kentucky passed its first law making human
trafficking a crime and granting rights to
victims of human trafficking in 2007.In 2013,
Kentucky passed the Human Trafficking
Victims’ Rights Act (HTVRA) to strengthen
penalties for traffickers and set up a safe
harbor and pathway to services for child
victims. This law created a robust legal
structure to bring about justice in cases of

human trafficking.

Myth: Children can be prostitutes.

Fact: There is no such thing as a child prosti-
tute. If a person under the age of 18 is found
to be performing a commercial sex act, it is
human trafficking. Force, fraud, or coercion
do not have to be involved for anyone under
age 18.

Definitions

Labor Trafficking: When someone uses
force, fraud, or coercion to cause an adult or
minor to perform labor or services. These
services may be performed for no money,
less than minimum wage, or to pay off a
debt.

Sex Trafficking: When someone uses force,
fraud, or coercion to cause a commercial sex
act with an adult or minor. Proof of force,
fraud, or coercion is not necessary for anyone
under age 18.

What Should Community
Members Look For?

« Sparse living conditions with multiple people in one

residence

« Door locks that are meant to keep people in a
residence

- Individuals speaking for others

« Individuals in possession of multiple cell phones or

hotel keys
« Victims may avoid eye contact

Myth: If avictim is under age 18, it is trafficking,
but if they are over 18, it’s their choice.
Fact: If there is ever force, fraud, or coercion

Red Flags/Indicators

Visual Clues
- Malnourished

+ Nervous

« Avoids eye contact

+» Does not speak or appears afraid to speak
« Signs of physical or sexual abuse

Behavioral Clues

» Submissive

« Extremely withdrawn

« Inability to concentrate
- Cannot give an address
« Defiant or combative

« Sudden or dramatic change in behavior

involved, it is not a choice, it is human trafficking.

How Do Citizens Report Suspected

Human Trafficking?

Kentucky law requires any person with a
suspicion that a child is being trafficked for
sex or labor report that suspicion to the
Cabinet for Health and Family Services by
calling 1-877-KYSAFET1.

Immediate Danger? Call 911, but DO NOT
attempt to assist the victim.

Minor involved? Report all information to
DCBS by calling 1-877-KYSAFE1.

Adult and no immediate danger? Report to
the National Human Trafficking Hotline by
calling 1-888-373-7888. You can also send a
text to 233733 (BeFree), or use the online
chat feature. All services are available 24/7.

Myth: Trafficking only happens at major
sporting events.

Fact: Trafficking occurs every day in every
county in Kentucky. It is not limited to the
Kentucky Derby or other large events. The
demand for commercial sex and labor
exploitation are daily realities.



